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He feels yucky. 
He’s frightened. 


He has butterflies in his stomach. 


Get an architect in here stat. 
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A well-designed health care facility helps patients feel more comfortable. AIA 


architects use space planning, lighting, and color to design environments that THE AMERICAN 
can help ease patient anxiety, increase staff efficiency, and enhance healing. 

And the sooner you involve an architect, the sooner everyone will feel better. INSTITUTE 

To find an AIA architect, visit www.aia.org.Good design makes a difference. OF ARCHITECTS 


The AIA is celebrating our 150th year with the Blueprint for America initiative to help create more livable communities. Learn more at aia150.org. 
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HOMEFRONT 


BY BECKY SPEVACK 


| experienced a great moment recently. One that I am sure many, if not all, of you have had at some 
point in your lives. As you may recall from my column in our August issue, (or from just talking 
with me) I am fairly new to this city (two and a half years) and even newer to home ownership (13 
months! - over a year already?!). As is the ever growing trend with my generation, there is a lot of 
moving during one’s twenties. Prior to my home purchase, I had lived in 5 different apartments in 
so many years. | think I would be referred to as a “serial mover”, at least according to a New York 
Times article covering this relatively recent phenomenon. But back to that experience | started out 
with..... 

A few weeks ago my local coffee shop, The Vault in Brighton Heights, held an evening event. 
Actually, it was an all day affair - “Johnny Cash Day at The Vault” — remembering the Man in Black 
on the anniversary of his death. Friends gathered on my porch, we walked over to the shop, and upon 
entering I heard my name. Not only heard it, but knew who had shouted it. As we moved through the 
crowd, there were at least a few other shouts, some waves, and a hug. Now, this may not seem like 
a big deal. It’s not, really. (And if this were a sitcom, I believe the closest approximation would be 
a certain subterranean bar in Boston where everybody knows your...) But the fact that I have lived 
somewhere long enough to start to know my neighbors, my neighborhood, and my local coffee shop 
was a great feeling for me. One I’ve started noticing with some regularity. A sense of community — I 
like the way that sounds. 

Another community I am becoming increasingly familiar with is the community of architects. 
As I’m sure you are aware, the AJA is a national organization, with hundreds of local components 
scattered throughout the country. Each chapter represents the interests of AIA National, but is also 
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formed by its location. AIA Pittsburgh is its own entity, 
deeply impacted by the unique region that it exists in, and 
the people who live and work here. While keeping the 
bigger picture in mind, the office tries to focus on topics 
with strong local interest. 

One example of this was a brainstorming happy hour 


held last month with our programming committee. There 


is little more encouraging than sitting with a group of 
young professionals (in this case architects, of course) and 
being part of a discussion in which passion and intellect both come into play concerning the health 
and future of the place you call home. The questions, ideas, and exclamations that resulted were like 
a breath of fresh air. I can’t accurately describe how encouraging it is to be a part of this community 
— even if only on the perimeter — one that understands and celebrates the value of good design, 
walkable communities, and a thriving urban center. 

Another example is this issue of Columns. Our main feature is one that was a lot of fun to work 
on, from inception to final proofreading. Taking something like the AIA’s 10 Principles of Livable 
Communities and applying them to a specific case (our fair city) is always an interesting exercise, 
but asking some of the main players in the design community to draw the comparisons proved to be 
a great opportunity to broaden the voice of the architect and the magazine. 

As time goes by, I can only imagine becoming more familiar with the various communities I 
am a part of. Getting to know more of my neighbors and more of our readers, and gaining a larger 
understanding of the ambitions of this organization. I’ve started to set down roots and I plan to enjoy 
the process as they spread and grow stronger, as I become a more active player. Hey, I like the way 


that sounds. @ 


The Vault in 
Brighton Heights 
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A VISION FOR 
AIA) PITTSBURGH 


BY JIM RADOCK, AIA 


Earlier this year, | wrote about two major as- 
pects of the AIA’s mission: the Community of 
Architects and the importance of communica- 
tion between the Institute and its membership. 
AIA Pittsburgh is currently at work on strategic 
initiatives that directly address both. 

The AlA’s mission is tied to relationships 
with two communities: the community at large 
and the community of architects. All 
of AIA Pittsburgh’s programs and 
projects are intended to benefit one 
(and often both) of these groups. 
Our major new initiative this year is 
specifically targeted to provide long- 
term benefits to both. 

As our local project for AlIA150’s 
Blueprint for America, AIA Pittsburgh 
has embarked on a cooperative effort 
with the Pittsburgh Civic Design 
Coalition to establish a Pittsburgh design center. 
We envision creating a new home for the chapter 
offices (as well as other like-minded community 
design organizations) through the renovation ofa 
building within the Golden Triangle. Our vision 
is to provide the community with an amenity 
that increases the visibility and accessibility 
of design by establishing a tangible, physical 
presence in the heart of the city that includes a 
strong educational component on design. 

Patterned onthe success ofsimilar projectsin 
cities like New York, Portland, and Chattanooga, 
the establishment of a downtown design center 
is an opportunity for AIA Pittsburgh to show 
how good design can make a community more 
livable. 

We are proceeding with our exploration 
of alternatives for this project with the best 


interests of the city, AIA Pittsburgh, and our 


BAIA 


affiliate partners in mind. We are still in the 
preliminary stages of investigation, including 
property and financial considerations, but we 
are making progress. Expect to hear more in 
the near future. 

AIA Pittsburgh’s continued dedication to its 
ongoing dialogue with it membership is also 
ready to move into its next phase. In the past 
few years, you’ve seen changes and 
improvements in the way we get the 
word out, from the introduction of 
our e-mail newsletter, eColumns, to 
the most recent (and dramatic) im- 
provement — the new format of Col- 
umns (which is also now available 
online at our website, aiapgh.org). 

2 eColumns gives the chapter the abil- 
ity to communicate our schedule of 
upcoming events and, importantly, 

breaking developments and updates in an effi- 
cient and timely fashion that was next to impos- 
sible a few years ago. 

With the launch of the redesigned Columns, 
we are ready to address the next two components 
of our long-range communications plan: the 
revamp of our website (both technically and 
graphically) and, along with it, the opportunity 
to implement a web-based dialogue — a blog for 
the Pittsburgh architectural community. This 
development has been on our radar screen for a 
while now, and the board of directors sees it as 
the next logical step in the process. We think its 
time has come. 

In the meantime, until you can post a blog 
online or post a comment in our storefront 
bulletin board, we continue to value your 


feedback through the usual channels. 
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AIA Pittsburgh serves 12 Western 
Pennsylvania counties as the local 
component of the American Institute 
of Architects and AIA Pennsylvania 
The objective of AIA Pittsburgh is to 
improve. for society. the quality of the 
built environment by further raising 
the standards of architectural education 
training and practice; fostering design 
excellence; and promoting the value 
of architectural services to the public 
AIA membership is open to all 
registered architects, architectural 
interns. and a limited number of 
professionals in supporting fields 
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participants in the design of works 
submitted by a member. or as designers 
of their own work. or as authors of 
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Opinions expressed by editors and 
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RODEF SHALOM CELEBRATES 
SANCTUARY’S CENTENNIAL WITH 
SYMPOSIUM 


To mark the 100th anniversary of its historic landmark sanctuary, designed 
by famed architect HENRY HORNBOSTEL, Rodef Shalom Congregation hosts 
a free community-wide symposium on Sunday, November 4, 2007 at 1:00 
p.m. at the corner of Fifth and Morewood Avenues in Oakland. “Historical 
Symposium: Honoring Our Builders and Building” will feature keynote 
speaker PROFESSOR JONATHAN SARNA of Brandeis University followed by 
two panel discussions elaborating on the congregation’s landmark historic 
building, its builders, and early members who played significant roles in the 
development of Rodef Shalom and the Pittsburgh community. 

With its dome constructed in the Catalan timbrel vault style, as its most 
distinctive feature, the sanctuary was one of the first products of the Beaux 
Art movement in Pittsburgh, popular in the United States between 1900- 
1955. A 1907 Pittsburgh Post article describes the sanctuary structure as a 
“wonder in architecture...one of the handsomest temples...in the country.” 
For more information contact Rodef Shalom at 412-621-6566, or visit www. 


rodefshalom.org. [A 


ATTENTION RECENT GRADS! 


Have you graduated recently from an accredited school of architecture? Are 
you trying to become more involved in the local architecture community? 
Make connections with colleagues and have a little fun? Membership in 
the AIA may be just what you’re looking for! As an active member of ATA 
Pittsburgh, you will have the chance to participate on one of our committees, 
attend our various events, and establish yourself as an emerging professional 
in the community. And the best part.... Its free! The American Institute of 
Architects offers complimentary membership to qualified individuals for up 
to 18 months, ending on December 51“ of the year following graduation. For 
example, if you graduated this spring, you’re entitled to free membership 
through the 2008 calendar year! If interested, go to www.aia.org/join_ 


graduates for an application. 9 


“The State of Sustainability” (August 2007) is well 
written and addresses the subject in an easy to read, 
straightforward manner that I found refreshing and 
informative. We are always looking for ways to en- 
courage awareness of ways to promote healthier liv- 
ing and this is certainly a building block! 


- Marilyn Kandus 


I just wanted to congratulate you on making the 
change and totally updating...Columns. I have 
to compliment you on the new layout, size, color 
graphics, and goal of the magazine. It now has a 
more edgy local feel that makes Pittsburgh and the 
local AIA chapter so great! 

- W. Michael Leigh 
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In the August issue, “The 
State of Sustainability” 
contained inaccuracies 
regarding the Sarah Heinz 
House. The Sarah Heinz 
House is located on the 


Northside, near the recently 

restored 16" Street bridge. The existing 
building is of remarkable historical value 
including intricate terra cotta and brick 
detailing. For over one hundred years, the 
organization has been a community asset 
and has positively inspired the youth of the 
surrounding area. Columns regrets the error. 


FAIRMONT APARTMENTS - a Mixed Use Urban Revitalization Project 


ARCHITECT: 
CONTRACTOR: 


Rothschild Doyno Architects 
Mistick Construction 
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How Pittsburgh measures up to AlA’s 10 principles of livable communities 
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In April 2007 Pittsburgh 


The Places Rated Almanac, which bestows the 
Most Livable crown, uses nine categories rang- 
ing from affordability and ambience to climate 
and crime. Pittsburgh ranks undeniably well 
across all of these livability measurements. 

Yet, how does Pittsburgh rate when consid- 
ering the American Institute of Architect’s 10 
Principles of Livable Communities? 

Columns invited ten distinguished advo- 
cates of the built environment to represent how 
our town meets — and sometimes exceeds — the 
AIA Principles of Livable Communities. 

The following essays are thoughtful, capti- 
vating, and enlightening. Pittsburgh’s distinc- 
tive neighborhoods are woven throughout. The 
city’s unique cultural and industrial heritage 
informs several. Hills, valleys, riverfronts, and 
open spaces are heralded in many. And, the im- 
portance of good planning and civic design is 
written or implied in all. 

We’re sure these ten perspectives will add a 
few more reasons to your own list of why Pitts- 


burgh is the Most Livable City. Enjoy! 


BY JUDITH KELLY 


Dutch MacDonald, AIA 
EDGE studio 


PRINCIPLE #1 Design on a Human Scale. 
Compact, pedestrian-friendly communities 


allow residents to walk to shops, services, cul- 


The most poignant experi- tural resources, and jobs and can reduce traffic 
ence of Pittsburgh IS real- congestion and benefit people’s health. 
ized-by wandering through 

its richly appointed quilt of distinct neighborhoods. The hills and valleys 
neighborhoods: pockets of serve as natural boundaries as well as the or- 
cultural pride that infuse ganic settlement patterns of early immigrants. 
the urban fabric with rich maintains a distinct character that is often de- 
and unique adventures. fined by its own main street. 


As a result, Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods in- 


More than anything else, Pittsburgh is a city of 


To this day, each of the city’s neighborhoods 


JEW CARUSO en 
: herently embody the principle of design on a hu- 


man scale. The names of the larger main street 
neighborhoods are familiar 
— Shadyside, Southside Flats, 
Bloomfield, Squirrel Hill — but 
there are few places in the city 
that are not within easy walk- 
ing distance of a small cluster 
of shops or services. 

Community development 
efforts have brought recent re- 
surgence to places such as the 
West End, Lawrenceville, and 
East Liberty. This continues to breathe new life 
into Pittsburgh by [re]creating a city of intercon- 
nected pedestrian-scaled villages. 


Walkable main streets, such as in East Liberty, create pedestrian- 
friendly communities. 


Andrew Caruso, Assoc. AIA 
President, American Institute 
of Architecture Students 


PRINCIPLE #2 Provide Choices. 

People want variety in housing, shopping, rec- 
reation, transportation, and employment. Vari- 
ety creates lively neighborhoods and accommo- 
dates residents in different stages of their lives. 


The most poignant experience of Pittsburgh is 
realized by wandering through its richly ap- 
pointed quilt of neighborhoods: pockets of cul- 
tural pride that infuse the 
urban fabric with rich and 
unique adventures. 

The Strip District is one 
piece of this intricate patch- 
work offering an incredibly 
wide selection of shopping 
and dining opportunities ac- 
cessible by public transit. This diversity has 
become a favorite of natives and tourists, young 
and old. Specialty shops and restaurants from 
cultures across the globe supplement traditional 
Pittsburgh offerings, with opportunities to live, 
work, and play in a distinctly Pittsburgh envi- 
ronment. 

In the evenings, a growing nightlife invites 
younger generations to rediscover this part of 
historic Pittsburgh and establishes “The Strip” 


as a truly public urban space. 


E d 
Ih ZE 


(photo by Sriram Bala). 


SouthSide Works provides a successful example of mixed-use develo 
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Greg Weimerskirch, Assoc. AIA 
à Urban Design Associates 


PRINCIPLE #5 Encourage Mixed-Use 
Development. 

Integrating different land uses and varied 
building types creates vibrant, pedestrian- 


Jriendly and diverse communities. 


Pittsburgh is a city of neighborhoods, and at the 
heart of these neighborhoods you will often find 
a healthy, mixed-use core. Throughout the re- 
gion there are new, mixed-use 
infill projects that enhance 
the qualities of their neigh- 
borhood centers. 

None of them are as signif- 
icant as the SouthSide Works, 
an entirely new center where 
none previously existed. The 
site was home to the old industrial anchor and 
economic generator of neighborhood life - the 
former Jones and Laughlin Steel mill. 

SouthSide Works exhibits a new physical 
structure ofblocks, streets, open space, and ur- 
ban parks that support a healthy mix of retail, 
office, and residential uses that can grow and 
change in the future as the South Side contin- 


ues to evolve. 


pment. Above center: The bustle of shoppers in the Strip District 
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Anne Marie Lubineau, AIA 
Community Design Center 
of Pittsburgh 


PRINCIPLE #4 Preserve Urban Centers. 
Restoring, revitalizing, and infilling urban 


centers takes advantage of existing streets, 


services, and buildings, and avoids the need for 
new infrastructure. This helps to curb sprawl 


and promote stability for city neighborhoods. 


Over the past 20 years — since the city was last 
recognized as “Most Livable” — continued in- 
vestment in Pittsburgh’s urban core has enabled 
the city and its neighborhoods to successfully 


redefine itself in the face of significant economic 


and population change. 


After years of decline, neighborhoods such 
as Allegheny West, Friendship, Lawrenceville, 
and the South Side have attracted new residents 
and businesses that value the vitality, amenities, 
character, and convenience of urban centers. 

Visionary planning and good design are 
essential ingredients for revitalizing and sus- 
taining our urban centers. Places with a well- 


defined vision succeed in attracting investment 


in an increasingly competitive market. 


The Quiet Storm coffee shop in the heart of the Penn Avenue 
Arts District. Above right: Pittsburgh's public transportation 
provides options for the region (photo by Jason Cohn). 


Court Gould 


Sustainable Pittsburgh 


PRINCIPLE #5 Vary Transportation Options. 
Giving people the option of walking, biking 
and using public transit, in addition to 
driving, reduces traffic congestion, protects the 


environment and encourages physical activity. 


Pittsburgh’s livabil- 
ity benefits signifi- 
cantly from the high 
level of public tran- 


sit service available 


to the citizens of 
Pittsburgh and surrounding counties. As of late, 
viability of transit has, of course, been in ques- 
tion. Relief, by avoiding another round of service 
cuts and a long-term reliable funding source, is 
at hand. 

Critical and timely it is, as public transpor- 
tation is requisite to prosperity. Pittsburgh has 
an unusually high rate of per capita transit rid- 
ership, which contributes to a vibrant urban 
core, and allows Pittsburgh’s Golden Triangle 
and Oakland to stand as hubs of regional com- 
merce. 

Our daily surge of commuters includes a 
growing share of public transportation rid- 
ers for which all residents of the region benefit 
through reduced congestion, air pollution, and 


mobility options. 
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Dan Rothschild, AIA 
Rothschild Doyno Architects 


Lisa Schroeder 
Riverlife Task Force 


PRINCIPLE #6 Build Vibrant Public Spaces. PRINCIPLE #7 Create a Neighborhood Identity. 
Citizens need welcoming, well-defined public A “sense of place” gives neighborhoods a unique 
places to stimulate face-to-face interaction, character, enhances the walking environment, 
collectively celebrate and mourn, encourage and creates pride in the community. 


civic participation, admire public art, and 


gather for public events. 


Great public spaces serve as crossroads for ur- 
ban life and as centers for civic engagement. At 
their best these places lift our spirits, symbol- 
ize our democracy, and celebrate the American 
story. 

Winding through the heart of our city and 


embodying the great Pittsburgh story are the 
J © E © J 


Monongahela, Allegheny, and Ohio. These 


Physical, economic, and social forces shape the 


three rivers have been the stage of our indus- z z . 5 ; 
‘ as great diversity of Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods. 
trial past and are emerging as the centerpiece Physical forces include the power of great 
ys ‘ > gre 
oftomorrow. ; : 
glaciers that carved our riverbeds and resulted 
Pittsburgh is connecting diverse stretches . 
> = in the steep slopes and valleys that demarcate 
of riverbank into a seamless sequence of open 2 : ga 
E ‘ l P distinct neighborhoods. Economic forces that 
spaces. With the addition of each new greenway, began with the steel industry are changing to 
© = V > 

water landing, or outdoor cafe, we experience ; GO e 
; ‘ I reflect quality of life and knowledge-driven as- 
the potential of this new public place to knit our e s i $ e : 
sets, leading to an infusion of capital in new 

neighborhoods together, reconnect us with our areas 

a D. 
living environment, and provide us with the 1: e pea ega 
€ d l i Neighborhoods with strong ethnic identities 
common ground from which we can build our e a 3 ci ; 
have retained their history while embracing 


future together. 


new development. 


Left: The Water Steps at the confluence of Pittsburgh’s three rivers. 
Above: Many factors - topographical, economical, and social — have 
contributed to the unique identities of Pittsburgh's neighborhoods. 


_ Vivian Loftness, FAIA 
Urban Lab-Carnegie Mellon 
University, School of Architecture 


A well-designed balance of nature and develop- 


the industrial revolu- ment preserves natural systems, protects water- 
x ways from pollution, reduces air pollution, and 
ittsburgh has accom- protects property values. 
dan amazing renais- 
, beginning to healthe RR E ane 
s sure our natural beauty, waterways, watersheds 
of the world S center and air-sheds — the foundations for a healthy 
teel manufacturing. and livable city. 
The breathtaking view given early settlers 
e We began to clean our Wa- as they crested the Allegheny Mountains is still 
bedi ‘ter and air, rediscover our the trademark of Pittsburgh. Miles and miles of 
K: SO and preserve rolling green hills descending to a natural point 


e - our green Spaces. vivian tortess 


Sustainable strategies and good design will en- 


at the confluence of two rivers that formed a 
third-the greatest of all. 
Since the industrial revolution, Pittsburgh 
has accomplished an amazing renaissance, be- 
ginning to heal the scars of the world’s center 
for steel manufacturing. We began to clean our 
water and air, rediscover our 
p riverfronts, and preserve our 
green spaces. 

The postcard picture of 
Pittsburgh depends on our 
continuing this renaissance 
— completing the Riverlife re- 

vitalization that brings each neighborhood to- 
gether with recreation and parks along the river, 
connecting the Olmsted parks with avenues of 
trees and safe bikeways, and rediscovering the 
natural beauty of our watersheds and air-sheds 


that bring fresh winds through the city. 


Above: Pittsburgh's North Shore is a place for recreation and offers 
a scenic view of the city. 


Stephen Quick, AIA 


Perkins Eastman 


Open space, farms, and wildlife habitat are es- 
sential for environmental, recreational, and 


cultural reasons. 


A livable city respects its open space, its open 
countryside, and its wildlife habitat for envi- 
ronmental, recreational, and cultural reasons. 
Conserving our landscapes also makes good 
economic sense. Land values are higher when 
adjacent to open space and views, of course, 
but did you know that small businesses ranked 
open space/parks/recreation as the number one 
factor in choosing a new business location? 

Pittsburgh’s most important asset is its land- 
scape. Our rivers and hillsides, unique to this 
region, are the envy of everyone who visits our 
city. In fact, when we studied Pittsburgh’s hill- 
sides we could find no comparable city in the 
world that has a landscape like ours, 

It’s time we celebrate and conserve our land- 
scape. It determined our settlement patterns. It 
determines where and how large we can build. 
It defines our neighborhoods. It creates memo- 
rable places. It laces green fingers all through- 
out our city. It provides us with an abundance 
of recreational options. It’s essential to Pitts- 


burgh’s place and identity. It’s what helps make 
Pittsburgh “Pittsburgh.” 
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Mary Navarro 
The Heinz Endowments 


PRINCIPLE #10 Design Matters. 
Design excellence is the foundation of successful 


and healthy communities. 


One of Pittsburgh’s greatest resources is its dis- 
tinctive “soul,” that special sense of place, which 
springs from the significance of its history, the 
beauty of its geography, 
and the abundance of 
its natural resources. 
While many newer 
American cities have 
yet to establish a unique 
older 


identity, many 


ones, in a rush to pro- 


mote new development, 
have sacrificed theirs. Not Pittsburgh. Here, 
we have deliberately drawn on the potential of 
great design to add economic value as well as 
contribute to quality of life. 

At the Endowments, we are proud of our in- 
volvement in projects such as the design com- 
petition for the David L. Lawrence Conven- 
tion Center, Oakland’s Schenley Plaza, and an 
innovative planned pedestrian bridge linking 
Shadyside and East Liberty. Key to our work 
is maintaining the vital relationship between 
people and their environment while helping 
Pittsburgh fulfill its economic and quality-of- 
life potential. 


Left: The hillsides of Pittsburgh form natural neighborhood boundaries. 
Above: Projects such as Schenley Plaza help communities show the 
value of good design. 
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design awards 2007 


Meet our distinguished Boston-based jurors 


Our lead juror, CAROL BURNS, AlA, is principal of Taylor & Burns Architects 
in Boston. Focused on residential and institutional work, Taylor & Burns has 
special expertise in the design of big rooms for hundreds of people—including 
theatres, performing art centers, social halls, and churches. Recent buildings 
include two at Bennington College opened in 2007 — a new Student Center Build- 
ing and renovations to the school’s main musical performance barn. 


Ms. Burns initiated a groundbreaking program at the Boston Society of Ar- 
chitects to fund research in the profession of architecture. Following, the AIA 
instituted two programs (mini grants and the Upjohn Fellowship) to sponsor 
research. Open to architects across the USA, with a special mission to sponsor 
research among professional practitioners, these two programs have granted 
over half a million dollars in the last five years. 

Ms. Burns has a Bachelor of Arts anda Master of Architecture from Yale Uni- 
versity. While at Yale she co-edited Perspecta 21, the journal of the Yale School 
of Architecture, with partner Robert Taylor, AIA. 


MARY-ANN AGRESTI, AIA, is principal architect and owner of The Design Initia- 
tive, Inc., a full service architecture and design firm. Since establishing The 
Design Initiative, Inc. in 1997, Ms. Agresti has developed a body of work ranging 
from individual private residences to complex educational renovations. While 
varied in program and scale, each project demonstrates a commitment to prob- 
lem solving and detail that continues to be the common thread in her work. 


In addition to her architectural practice, Ms. Agresti is a printmaker of tra- 
ditional etchings and letterpress books and teaches interior architecture and 
design, most recently at Rhode Island School of Design. 

Ms. Agresti has a Master of Architecture degree from University of Pennsyl- 
vania and a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Editorial Design from Syracuse University. 


MATTHEW LITTELL is a principal of Utile, Inc., a 20-person architecture and plan- 
ning firm in downtown Boston. During his four year tenure at Utile, Inc., Mr. 
Littell has acted as principal in charge of the firm’s growing body of work in af- 
fordable housing, mostly in and around Boston. In addition, Mr. Littell manages 
many of the firm’s urban design and planning projects, which range in scale and 


type from detailed streetscape design for the city to broad early-phase concep- 
tual design for developers. The specific role of the regulatory process in design 
and the opportunities for invention therein are ongoing interests of Mr. Littell 
and the firm, and inform both the architectural and urban design projects. 

A graduate of Harvard’s Graduate School of Design, Mr. Littell collaborated 
with his now partner Timothy Love, AIA while working for Machado and Sil- 
vetti, Associates, managing many of the firm’s institutional master planning and 
urban design projects. 
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Carol Burns 

Taylor & Burns Architects 
Bennington College's new 
Student Center is a gathering 
space for live entertainment, 
food, and drink. The building 
adds 10,000 square feet to 
the existing Cafe structure, to 
which it joins by a glassy link 
and new stair. Sited to rein- 
force paths and drives on this 
woodland campus, the new 
structure looks toward the 
main quadrangle with a glassy 
corner calibrated to absorb 
solar warmth in winter. Mobile 
glass panels open the room 
outward onto a south-facing 
stone terrace. 


Mary-Ann Agresti 
The Design Initiative, Inc. 
Sleeper Street - A loft reno- 
vation of a residence in the 
emerging Fort Point Channel 
neighborhood in Boston. 
Choate Rosemary Hall 
Andrew Mellon Library 
Renovation - A $2 million 
renovation of a Georgian 
academic library. The project 
included programmatic de- 
velopment to accommodate 
new teaching and learning 
methods as well as custom 
furniture and fixtures. 
Photos by Chris Johnson 


Matthew Littell 

Utile, Inc. 

557-559 East Second 
Street is a development of 
eight new single-family row 
houses located at the edge 
of the industrial and residen- 
tial parts of South Boston. 
A central court serves both 
pedestrian and automobile 
access to the units. Above 
the ground floor entry and 
garage, the section diagram 
of a traditional row house 
has been inverted. Rather 
than placing the living areas 
on a ‘bel etage’, they are lo- 
cated on the top floor, taking 
advantage of views to the 
seaport and downtown. 


(aA 
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FROM THE 
FIRMS 


JSA Architecture Planning 
Engineering Interior Design 
has been selected by Fra- 
gasso Financial Advisors to 
design their new office loca- 
tion at 610 Smithfield Street 
in downtown Pittsburgh. 

The new offices will occupy 
the entire fourth floor of the 
building with approximately 
17,500 sf. JSA project team 
members include Thomas J. 
Mrozenski, Jr., AIA; Noelle 
Weaver; Anita Myers; and Jim 
Gaynor. JSA has also been 
selected to be part of a design 
team to assess and evaluate 
various properties owned by 
the Sisters of the Holy Family 
in and around the environs 
of New Orleans, LA. Prior to 
Hurricane Katrina, the Sisters 
of the Holy Family owned 
and operated the oldest con- 
tinuous Catholic home for 
the aged in the United States, 
two independent facilities for 
low-income senior citizens, 

a number of educational 
facilities, and commercial 
properties. JSA will work with 
Ira Peppercorn International, 
JDH Development and IM- 
ACC Concepts LLC to prepare 
a study, which will identify 
prioritized options for the 
highest and best use of land 
in conjunction with market 
analysis for both housing and 
commercial properties. JSA 
project team members are 
Richard Oziemblowsky, AIA, 
and Jennifer Jeffers. 


BUSINESS 
BRIEFS 


Bohlin Cywinski Jackson 
announced the addition of 
five new architects and a 
construction administration 
assistant to the firm. Patty 


Clark Dulaney 


Clark, Ron Dulaney, Jon 
Funari, Darren Lloyd, and 
Heather Michael will be 
working on primarily higher 
education projects for the 
firm. Christina Kuczma 

will be adding assistance in 
construction administration. 
Clark will be assisting 

the firm on a chemistry 

and chemical engineering 
laboratory at the California 
Institute of Technology. 
Dulaney, Funari, and Michael 
will all be working on a 

life sciences building for 
Dartmouth College. Lloyd 
has nine years of experience 
in residential, civic, and 
corporate projects and will 
be working on a private 


residence. 


Civil & Environmental Consul- 
tants, Inc. has hired R. Martin 
Hartman, ASLA to lead the 
landscape architecture prac- 
tice in the Pittsburgh office. 
Mr. Hartman brings 20 years 
of landscape architectural 
experience to the firm. He is 
a graduate of Pennsylvania 
State University with a BA in 
Landscape Architecture. 


John Missell, AIA has joined 
Foreman Architects Engineers 
as managing director of the 
central and east region. Mr. 
Missell is a graduate of Col- 
gate University and the Rhode 
Island School of Design. 


JSA Architecture Planning 
Engineering Interior Design 
has hired Jennifer Jeffers as 
a project manager. Jeffers 
received her Bachelor of Sci- 
ence degree in Landscape 


Michael 


Kuczma 


Phil Foreman, AIA welcomes John Missell, AIA 


Architecture in 1994 and GIS 
Certification in 2007 from 
Penn State University. She 
also received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Architec- 
ture from the University of 
Maryland in 2001. Jeffers has 
experience in urban planning 
and community design on a 
variety of senior living cam- 
puses, HOPE VI revitalization 
plans and university facilities. 


L. Robert Kimball & Associ- 
ates has promoted Keith 
Williams, AIA to the position 
of operations manager in the 


downtown Pittsburgh office. 


Williams 


Jeffers 


Williams is a skilled architect 
with more than 14 years of 
experience with master plan- 
ning, existing conditions as- 
sessment, new construction, 
and renovation/addition proj- 
ects. His project experience 
includes governmental, health 
care, commercial, correction- 
al, sports, office, warehouse, 


g, and 


nursing home, housin 
aviation-related facilities. 


MacLachlan, Cornelius & Fi- 
loni, Inc., Architects has an- 
nounced that Robert R. Russ 
will serve as shareholder and 


board member of the firm 


effective immediately. Since 
joining MCF Architects in 
1998, Mr. Russ has concen- 
trated on theater, higher edu- 
cation and historic restoration 
projects. Currently, Mr. Russ 
is working on a $21 million 
performing arts and academic 
facility for Seton Hill Univer- 
sity to be built on an urban 
site in the business and cul- 
tural district of Greensburg, 
PA. He is also the project 
manager for the renovation 
of the drama department and 
creation of an experimental 
theatre at Davidson College in 
North Carolina. 


The board of directors of Per- 
kins Eastman has chosen Alan 
Schlossberg, AIA to lead the 
Pittsburgh office as managing 
principal. He will transition 
into this new leadership role 
as current managing princi- 
pal J. David Hoglund, FAIA 
assumes the newly created 
role of managing partner and 
Chief Operating Officer for 
Domestic Operations. Schloss- 
berg has been with Perkins 
Eastman for more than 13 
years. There have also been 
staff additions to the Perkins 
Eastman office. Kenneth J. 
Krukowski, AIA, Lindsey M. 
Masarik, Rachel Furmanski, 
Paul F. Palko, and Gregory J. 
Modzelewski have all joined 
the firm. 


KUDOS 


Charles Parker, AIA of Burt 
Hill, has been appointed to 
the position of co-chairman 
for the AIA-MBA Joint 
Committee. Mr. Parker is 

a senior associate at Burt 
Hill, an architectural firm 
that works in the higher 
education, sciences, 
healthcare, corporate, and 


commercial sectors. 


Schlossberg Hoglund 


Furmanski Palko 


Civil & Environmental 
Consultants, Inc. proudly 
announces these LEED 
accredited professionals: Zack 
Coy and Adam Wenger. 


Foreman Architects Engineers 
announces that Nancy King, 
AIA has become a licensed 
architect. Ms. King is a 
project architect for Foreman 
Architects Engineers. She 

is responsible for design 

and project management. 
Her experience includes all 
aspects of architecture from 
project programming to 
project construction phase 


services. 
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Krukowski 


Modzelewski 


The Pennsylvania State Uni- 
versity’s (PSU) Recreation 
Hall Wrestling & Student Fit- 
ness Center, designed by L. 
Robert Kimball & Associates, 
has received the grand prize 
award in the College Planning 
& Management Magazine's 
Annual Education Design 
Showcase awards edition. 
The facility was selected as 
the grand prize recipient for 
the integration of the new 
construction with the existing 
building, the successful the 
renovation of existing areas, 
and the way in which Kimball 
reflected the feel of the cam- 
pus through the new design, 


all the while providing top-of- 


King 


the-line athletic facilities ca- 
tering to both the students and 
the student athletes. Addition- 
ally, L. Robert Kimball & As- 
sociates was recently ranked 
in the 2007 Giants 300 Report 
produced by Building Design 
+ Construction magazine. 
The magazine ranked Kim- 
ball #51 in Top K-12 firms, 
#50 in Top Engineering/ 
Architecture firms, #66 in Top 
Institutional Design, and #78 
in Top Governmental Design. 
The rankings are compiled by 
the magazine's editors who 
survey the country’s largest 
architectural/ engineering/ 
consulting firms in the non- 


residential building industry. 


Penn State University Recreation Hall Wrestling & Student Fitness Center 
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d 


DEZ 


= 
ALLEGHENY CONSTRUCTION 
GROUP. INC.* 
456 Washington Avenue, 
PO. Box 425 


Bridgeville, PA 15017 

PHONE: 412-221-0500 

FAX: 412-221-0188 

CONTACT: Laura S. Deklewa 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / Exterior / General / 
Industrial / Interior Renovations / 
Pre-Engineered Metal Buildings / 
Certified DBE/WBE 


BRIDGESt 

1300 Brighton Road, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15233 

PHONE: 412-321-5400 

FAX: 412-321-9823 

CONTACT: Paul R. Bridges/ 

Gus Marquart 

WEB SITE: www. BRIDGESPBT.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / Exterior / General / 
Industrial / Interior Renovations 


BURCHICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC." 
500 Lowries Run Road, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

PHONE: 369-9700 FAX: 369-9991 
CONTACT: Joseph E. Burchick 

E-MAIL: burchick@burchick.com 
WEB SITE; www.burchick.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General / Industrial / 
Interior / Renovations 


CAVCON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
211 Huff Avenue, Suite B 
Greensburg, PA 15601 

PHONE: 724-834-5220 

FAX: 724-834-7533 

CONTACT; Michael C. Philips 

E-MAIL; mphilips@cavcon.com 
WEB SITE: www.cavcon.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General / Industrial / 
Design-Build / Metal Buildings / 
Project Management 


JOHN DEKLEWA & SONS, INC.* 
1273 Washington Pike, 

PO. Box 158 

Bridgeville, PA 15017-0158 
PHONE: 412-257-9000 

FAX: 412-257-4486 

CONTACT: David Deklewa 

WEB SITE: www.deklewa.com 
General Construction / Construction 
Management / Design-Build / 
Development Services 


DYNAMIC BUILDING CORPORATION} 
51 Pennwood Place, Suite 200 
Warrendale, PA 15086 

PHONE: 724-772-9020 

FAX: 724-772-5770 

CONTACT: John Nolan 

E-MAIL: jnolan@dynamicbuilding.com 
WEB SITE: www.dynamicbuilding.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General / Industrial / 
Interior Renovations / Multi-Family / 
Design-Build 


GENERAL INDUSTRIES} 

15 Arentzen Blvd., 

Charleroi, PA 15022 

PHONE: 724-483-1600 

FAX: 724-483-0990 

CONTACT: Donald Ivill 

E-MAIL: divill@genindustries.com 
WEB SITE: www.genindustries.com 
Commercial / Design-Build / 
Construction Management / Industrial / 
Pre-Engineered Metal Buildings / 
General Construction / Interior & 
Exterior Renovations 


HARCHUCK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
4203 Route 66, Building Il, 
Suite 222, 

Apollo PA 15613 

PHONE: 724-727-3700 

FAX: 724-727-2800 

CONTACT. David A. Harchuck 
WEB SITE: www.harchuck.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management Exterior / General / 
Industrial / Interior Renovations 


A. RICHARD KACIN, INC. 

3875 Old William Penn Hwy. 
Murrysville, PA 15668 

PHONE: 724-327-6694 

FAX: 724-733-5993 

CONTACT: A. Richard Kacin, Pres. 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General / Industrial / 
Residential 


KUSEVICH CONTRACTING, INC. 

3 Walnut Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15223 

PHONE. 412-782-2112 

FAX. 412-782-0271 

CONTACT: George Kusevich, Jr. 
E-MAIL: gkjr@kusevich.com 

WEB SITE. www.kusevich.com 
Commercial / General / Renovations / 
Education / Design-Build 


LLI/CMI CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
6000 Brooktree Road, Suite 110 
Wexford, PA 15090-9279 
PHONE: 724-934-8000 

FAX: 724-934-8006 

CONTACT. Mike Mason 

E-MAIL: mmason@llicmi.com 
WEB SITE: www.llicmi.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General / Industrial / 
Interior / Renovations 


MARCO CONTRACTORS, INC. 

100 Commonwealth Drive 

PO. Box 805 

Warrendale, PA 15095-0805 

PHONE: 724-741-0300 x.35 

FAX: 724-741-0335 

CONTACT: Amy Fonzi 

E-MAIL: afonzi@marcocontractors.com 
WEB SITE: www.marcocontractors.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / Interior / Renovation / 
Restaurants / Retail 


MASCARO CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY, LP* 

1720 Metropolitan Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15233 

PHONE: 412-321-4901 

FAX: 412-321-4922 

CONTACT: Michael Mascaro 

E-MAIL: mrm@mascaroconstruction.com 
WEB SITE: www.mascaroconstruction.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General / Highway / 
Industrial Renovations 


A. MARTINI & CO.* 

320 Grant Street, 

Verona, PA 15147 

PHONE: 412-828-5500 

FAX. 412-828-6488 

CONTACT. Anthony Martini 
E-MAIL: afm@amartinigc.com 
WEB SITE. www.amartinigc.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management General / Industrial / 
Interior / Pre-Engineered Metal 
Buildings 


MISTICK CONSTRUCTION 

1300 Brighton Road, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15233 

PHONE: 412-322-1121 

FAX. 412-322-9336 

CONTACT. M. Robert Mistick 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / Exterior / General / 
Interior / Renovations / Residential 


NELLO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY* 
100 Houston Square, Suite 200 
Cannonsburg, PA 15317 

PHONE: 724-746-0800 

FAX. 724-746-1966 

CONTACT: Janet Torriero 

WEB SITE: www.nello.net 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / Exterior / General / 
Industrial / Interior Renovations 


RAIMONDO CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. 
131 South Lincoln Avenue, 
Greensburg, PA 15601 

PHONE. 724-837-3146 

FAX: 724-837-3154 

CONTACT: David A. Raimondo 
E-MAIL: raimondo@wpa.net 

WEB SITE: www.raimondo.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General Construction 
/ Industrial / Interior & Exterior 
Renovations / Pre-Engineered Metal 
Buildings 


RYCON CONSTRUCTION. INC. 
2525 Liberty Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
PHONE: 412-392-2525 

FAX: 412-392-2526 
CONTACT: Todd Dominick 
E-MAIL. todd@ryconinc.com 
WEB SITE: www.ryconinc.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General / Industrial / 
Interior / Renovations 


DIRECTORY 


SOTA CONSTRUCTION 

SERVICES INC.t 

80 Union Avenue, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15202 

PHONE: 412-766-4630 

FAX: 412-766-4634 

CONTACT: Ernie Sota 

E-MAIL: esota@sotaconstruction.com 
WEB SITE: www,sotaconstruction.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management Exterior / General / 
Industrial / Interior Renovations 


TEAM CONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT INC. 

50 South 7th Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15203 

PHONE: 412-812-3959 

CONTACT: Guy Schutzeus 

E-MAIL: teamconstanddevinc@ 
verizon.net 

Renovations (Award winning Historic 
Restoration work) / General 
Construction / Commercial Build outs 
/ Residential New construction / 
Additions / Excavation work / 
Retaining walls 


TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
Two PNC Plaza, 

620 Liberty Avenue, 

27th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 
15222-2719 

PHONE: 412-255-5400 

FAX: 412-255-0249 

CONTACT: Joseph Milicia, Jr. 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / General / Industrial / 
Interior / Renovations 


WJM CONTRACTING, INC.t 

PO. Box 1324, Wexford, PA 15090 
PHONE: 724-933-9136 

FAX: 724-933-9147 

CONTACT: William J. Gormley, Jr. 
E-MAIL: wgormley@wjmc.net 
WEB SITE: www.wjmc.net 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / Design / Build / 
General / Industrial Interior / 
Pre-Engineered Metal Buildings 


VOLPATT CONSTRUCTION 
CORPORATION* 

100 Castleview Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

PHONE: 412-942-0200 

FAX: 412-942-0280 

CONTACT. Raymond A. Volpatt 
E-MAIL: rayjr@volpatt.com 
WEB SITE: www.volpatt.com 
Commercial / Construction 
Management / Exterior / General / 
Industrial / Interior Renovations 


A listing of area contractors 
and their professional 
services. To include your firm 
in this directory, call AIA 
Pittsburgh at 412-471-9548. 


* Member of the Master Builders’ 


Association 


+ Member of Associated Builders 


and Contractors, Inc. 


BATA 


DESIGN 
PITTSBURGH 


| A Celebration of 
Pittsburgh Architects and Architecture 
Design Pittsburgh 


2007 
Gold Medal Reception 


Thursday, October 4th, 5pm 


Honoring Jane Werner, 
Executive Director of the 


Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh 


Design Pittsburgh Gala 
Thursday, October 4th, 6-9pm 
Gallery Crawl 

in the Cultural District 
Including AIA Pittsburgh’s 
2007 Design Competition 


Friday, October 19th, 5:30-9pm 


Design Awards Ceremony 
Thursday, October 25th, 6-9pm 


For more information, contact 
AIA Pittsburgh at 412.471.9548 or 


visit our website at www.aiapgh.org 


mee 


Concrete Countertops 
_ Cast Vessel Bowls & Sinks 
Fireplace Facades 
Floor Staining/Engraving 
Custom Furniture 
Rock & Cave Creations 


Accessories & More 


TUDIO 


 DUTLAW 
oom 


2420 Penn Avenue + 412-471-1085 
www.outlawstudios.com 


CONTACT US FOR A COMPLETE 
RESOURCE GUIDE! 


Professional Engineering Services in 


ACOUSTICS 
& 


VIBRATIONS 


Architectural Acoustics & Building Noise 
MRI & Vibration Sensitive Instruments 
Community Noise & Zoning Compliance 
Expert Witness & Forensic Engineering 
Product Research & Development 
Industrial & Commercial Facilities 
Engineering Analysis & Control 
Cost Benefit & Risk Analysis 
Testing & Measurement 


Training & Education 


William R. Thornton, Ph.D., P.E. 
724.265.2000 


www.acoustics-vibrations.com 
wrt@acoustics-vibrations.com 


d William R. Thornton, Ph.D., P.E. 
Consulting Engineers in 


A / Acoustics & Vibrations 


250 Shagbark Drive 
Cheswick, PA 15024 


Baus. ate. 


From Far-East to Far-Out, Splash has more of what you are looking for. Period 


Visit Splash at the Pittsburgh Design Center 
3011 Smallman Street in the Strip 
open to architects and the design trades 


Mon-Fri 9-5, appointments recommended N Za 
‘SPLASH 


kitchens + baths e cabinetry « hardware e tile e stone LUXURY HOME COLLECTION 
1237 freedom road cranberry township 724.772.1060 www.exploresplash.com 
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ENGINEERS nre 


ALLEN & SHARIFF CORPORATION 
700 River Avenue, Suite 333 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

PHONE: 412-322-9280 

FAX: 412-322-9281 

CONTACT: Anthony E. Molinaro, PE. 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical / 
Telecommunications 


BARBER & HOFFMAN. INC. 

215 Executive Drive, 

Suite 202 

Cranberry Twp. PA 16066-6409 
PHONE: 724-741-0848 

FAX: 724-741-0849 

CONTACT: Michael R. Miller, PE. 
E-MAIL: bhp@barberhoffman.com 
Consulting / Structural 


BDA ENGINEERING, INC. 

19 35th Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

PHONE: 412-682-3603 

FAX: 412-682-3605 

CONTACT: Bert Davis 

E-MAIL: bdavis@bdaengineering.com 
WEB SITE: www. bdaengineering.com 
Electrical / Mechanical / Fire Protection 
/ LEED AP / Renewable Energy System 
Design / Energy Analysis-Building 
Commissioning 


BRACE ENGINEERING. INC. 
3440 Babcock Boulevard, 
Box 15128 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
PHONE: 412-367-7700 
FAX: 412-367-8177 
CONTACT: David A. Brace 
Structural 


CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

333 Baldwin Road, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

PHONE; 412-429-2324 

FAX. 412-429-2114 

CONTACT: Gregory E Quatchak, PE. 
Civil / Geotechnical / Surveying / 
Structural / Environmental / 
Construction Consulting / Testing & 
Inspection / Landscape Architecture 


CJL ENGINEERING 

PITTSBURGH OFFICE 

1550 Coraopolis Heights Road, 
Suite 340 

Moon Township, PA 15108 
PHONE: 412-262-1220 

FAX: 412-262-2972 

CONTACT: John J. Wilhelm 

E-MAIL: cjlpgh@cjlengineering.com 
JOHNSTOWN OFFICE 

416 Main Street, Suite 200 
Johnstown, PA 15901 

PHONE: 814-536-1651 

FAX: 814-536-5732 

CONTACT. Matthew R. Sotosky, PE. 
E-MAIL: cjljt@cjlengineering.com 
WEB SITE: www.cjlengineering.com 
Consulting / HVAC / Plumbing 

/ Fire Protection / Electrical / 
Telecommunications / Building Audits / 
LEED Accredited Professionals 


CONWAY ENGINEERING 
Investment Building 

235 4th Avenue, Suite 1408 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
PHONE. 412-765-0988 

FAX: 412-765-2530 
CONTACT: Bob Conway 
Consulting / Structural 


DODSON ENGINEERING, INC. 
420 One Chatham Center, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

PHONE: 412-261-6515 

FAX, 412-261-6527 

CONTACT: Gregory L. Calabria, PE. 
Consulting / HVAC / Plumbing / 
Fire Protection 


ENGINEERING MECHANICS, INC. 
4636 Campbells Run Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

PHONE: 412-788-3650 

FAX: 412-787-5891 

CONTACT. Daniel Grieco, Jr., PE. 
Geotechnical / Consulting / Testing & 
Inspection / Blasting Vibrations 


FAHRINGER. McCARTY. GREY. INC. 
1610 Golden Mile Highway 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

PHONE: 724-327-0599 

FAX: 724-733-4577 

CONTACT: Dale K. Earl 

E-MAIL: design@fmginc.us 
Landscape Architecture / Site Master 
Planning / Civil / Consulting 


FIRSCHING. MARSTILLER. 
RUSBARSKY AND WOLF 
ENGINEERING. INC. 

2 Parkway Center East 

2030 Ardmore Boulevard, 
Suite 250 

Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

PHONE: 412-271-5090 

FAX: 412-271-5193 

CONTACT: Daniel J. Wolf, 

David D. Rusbarsky, Ted Marstiller, PE. 
Consulting / HVAC / Plumbing / 
Fire Protection / Electrical / 
Telecommunications 


GAI CONSULTANTS, INC. 

385 East Waterfront Drive 
Homestead, PA 15120-5005 

PHONE: 412-476-2000 

FAX: 412-476-2020 

CONTACT. Anthony F. Morrocco, PE/PLS 
Testing & Inspection / Civil / 
Construction Monitoring / Consulting / 
Environmental / Geotechnical / 
Structural / Transportation / 
Archaeological / Surveying / 

Land Development 


GARVIN BOWARD ENGINEERING. INC. 
180 Bilmar Drive, Suite IV 

Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

PHONE: 412-922-4440 

FAX: 412-922-3223 

CONTACT. Joseph F. Boward, PE. 

E-MAIL: jboward@garvinbowardeng.com 
Geotechnical / Forensic / Testing & 
Inspection / Consulting / Environmental 


THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS. INC. 

400 Holiday Drive, Suite 300 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220-2727 

PHONE: 412-921-4030 

FAX: 412-921-9960 

CONTACT: Ryan Hayes 

Civil / Land Development / Structural 
Engineer / Consulting / Landscape 
Architecture 


HORNFECK ENGINEERING. INC. 
1020 North Canal Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

PHONE: 412-781-1500 

FAX: 412-781-5593 

CONTACT: Richard W. Petrie, PE. 
Consulting / Electrical / 
Instrumentation Lighting / 
Telecommunications 


THE KACHELE GROUP 

1014 Perry Highway, Suite 100 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

PHONE: 412-369-9020 

FAX: 412-369-9021 

CONTACT: Tony Moscollic 
Structural 


LENNON. SMITH. SOULERET 
ENGINEERING, INC. 

846 Fourth Avenue, 

Coraopolis, PA 15108 

PHONE: 412-264-4400 

FAX: 412-264-1200 

CONTACT. Daniel S. Gilligan 
E-MAIL: dmuntean@lsse.com 
WEB SITE: www.|sse.com 
Civil-Site Development Planning, 
Design, Construction Phase Services / 
Surveying / Water Supply / 
Wastewater / Stormwater 


L. ROBERT KIMBALL & ASSOCIATES 
Architects and Engineers 
CORAOPOLIS OFFICE 

415 Moon Clinton Road, 
Coraopolis, PA 15108 

PHONE: 412-262-5400 

FAX: 412-262-3036 

CONTACT: Emil R. “Jack” Lerch, PE 
DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH OFFICE. 
Frick Building-North Mezzanine 
437 Grant Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

PHONE: 412-201-4900 

FAX: 412-201-2338 

CONTACT. Christopher R. Haupt, AIA 
WEB SITE: www.Irkimball.com 

Civil / Site / Water / Wastewater / 
Indoor Air Quality / Environmental 
Site Assessments / Land Development 
/ Industrial Hygiene and Safety / 
Mechanical Electrical / Structural / 
Telecommunications / Geotechnical / 
Transportation 


LLI ENGINEERING 

6000 Brooktree Road, Suite 300 
Wexford, PA 15090 

PHONE: 724-934-8800 

FAX: 724-934-8601 

CONTACT; James D. White, PE. 
E-MAIL: jwhite@lliengineering.com 
WEB SITE: www. lliengineering.com 
Construction / Electrical / Mechanical 
Structural / Telecommunications 
Commissioning 


LOFTUS ENGINEERING. LLC 

555 North Bell Avenue, 

Carnegie, PA 15106 

PHONE: 412-429-1396 

FAX: 412-429-6474 

CONTACT. Glenn Avick, PE. 

E-MAIL: gavick@loftusllc.com 

WEB SITE: www.loftusllc.com 

HVAC / Plumbing / Fire Protection / 
Structural / Electrical / Data-Telecom 
/ LEED Accredited Professionals / 
Certified Commissioning Authority CxA 


MURRAY ASSOCIATES, INC. 

413 Penn Avenue, 

Turtie Creek, PA 15145 

PHONE: 412-823-2020 

FAX: 412-824-7302 

CONTACT; Jack G. Murray, PE. 
Geotechnical / Civil / Structural Testing 
& Inspection / Forensic 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
INDUSTRIES, INC. (PSI) 

850 Poplar Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

PHONE, 412-922-4000 

FAX: 412-922-4013 

CONTACT, John R. Bonassi, LEED AP 
E-MAIL. john, bonassi@psiusa.com 
WEB SITE: www.psiusa.com 
Consulting Engineering & Testing 
Environmental / Geotechnical / 
Construction Materials Testing & 
Engineering / Industrial Hygiene & 
Indoor Environmental Quality / 
Facilities & Roof Consulting / 
Nondestructive Examination & Testing 


SENATE ENGINEERING CO. 

University of Pittsburgh 

Applied Research Center (U-PARC) 
420 William Pitt Way, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15238 

PHONE: 412-826-5454 

CONTACT. Gordon T. Taylor 

E-MAIL: gttaylor@senateengineering.com 
WEB SITE: www.senateengineering.com 
Civil Land Development / Surveying / 
Construction Stake Out / Landscape 
Architecture / Structural / Electrical / 
HVAC / Plumbing 


TAYLOR STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
2275 Swallow Hill Road, 

Building 100 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

PHONE: 412-722-0880 

FAX: 412-722-0887 

CONTACT, Dirk A. Taylor 

E-MAIL 
pkoval@taylorstructuralengineers.com 
Structural 


TOWER ENGINEERING 

115 Evergreen Heights Drive, 
Suite 400 

Pittsburgh, PA 15229 

PHONE: 412-931-8888 

FAX: 412-939-2525 

CONTACT. James N. Kosinski, PE. 
WEB SITE: www.estower.com 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Telecommunications / Sustainable 
Building Design / Energy Analysis 
Building Commissioning 


TRANS ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

4955 Steubenville Pike, Ste. 400 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

PHONE: 412-490-0630 

FAX: 412-490-0631 

CONTACT: Mark J. Magalotti, PE. 
E-MAIL 
magalottim@transassociates.com 
Civil / Consulting / Transportation 


A listing of area engineers and 
their professional services. 

To include your firm in this 
directory, call AIA Pittsburgh 
at 412-471-9548. 
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ENERAL SERVICES 


ARCHITECTURAL 
PRODUCTS 


BUNTING GRAPHICS, INC. 

20 River Road, 

Verona, PA 15147-1159 

PHONE: 412-820-2200 ext. 240 
FAX. 412-820-4404 

CONTACT: Jody Bunting 

E-MAIL: jody@buntinggraphics.com 
WEB SITE: www.buntinggraphics.com 
Fabricator of Graphics & Signage / 
Stainless Steel Railings & Architectural 
Metal Work / Canopies, Sunscreens 

& Grills / Decorative Truss Work / 
Cold Cathode Lighting / Custom Light 
Fixtures / Sculpture & 3D Graphics / 
Custom Fabrication / Design-Build / 
Latest Technology & Skilled Craftsmen 
(Local 100,000 Sq. Ft. Mfg. Plant) 


GRAPHIC DESIGN 


SEWICKLEY GRAPHICS & 

DESIGN, INC. 

605 Beaver Street, Suite 102, Sewick- 
ley, PA 15143 

PHONE: 412-741-3777 

FAX: 412-741-2346 

CONTACT. Donna E Barger 

E-MAIL: 
dbarger@sewickleygraphics.com 

WEB SITE: www.sewickleygraphics.com 
Certified WBE / Corporate Identity / 
Collateral / Web Design and 
Multimedia / Ad and PR Campaigns / 
Direct Mail / Event Planning 


LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS 


THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS, INC. 
1011 Alcon Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

PHONE: 412-921-4030 

FAX: 412-921-9960 

CONTACT: Jason Jesso 

Civil / Testing & Inspection / 
Consulting / Environmentalg / 
Landscape Architecture 


KENDALL O'BRIEN 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
524 Locust Place, 
Sewickley, PA 15143 
PHONE: 412-741-5244 
FAX: 412-741-0809 
CONTACT; Heather O'Brien or 
Patricia Kendal 
E-MAIL: design@kendallobrien.com 
Women-Owned Business / Parks 
and Recreation Planning / Estate 
Landscapes / Site Master Planning / 
Streetscapes 


PASHEK ASSOCIATES, LTD. 

619 East Ohio Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

PHONE: 412-321-6362 

FAX: 412-321-9202 

CONTACT; Nancy Lonnett Roman RLA 
E-MAIL; nlonnett@pashekla.com 
WEB SITE: www.pashekla.com 
Environmental Green Design / Historic 
Preservation / Park and Recreation 
Planning / Site Master Planning / 
Streetscapes / Urban Planning 


SITE SIGNATURES, INC. 

300 Corbet Street, 

Tarentum, PA 15084 

PHONE: 724-224-1997 

FAX: 724-224-1998 

CONTACT: Robert Jack 

E-MAIL: rjack@sitesig.com 
WEB SITE: www.sitesig.com 
Land Planning / Urban Design / 
Sustainable Design / Specializing in 
Retail Development, Mixed-Use 
Development and Parks & 
Recreation Planning 


TERRA DESIGN STUDIOS, LLC 

2110 Sarah Street, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15203 

PHONE: 412-481-3171 

FAX: 412-481-3173 

CONTACT: Cindy Tyler 

E-MAIL: ctyler@terradesignstudios.us 
Site Master Planning / Children's 
Gardens / Campus Planning / Urban 
Design / Estate Landscapes 


OFFICE FURNITURE 


FRANKLIN INTERIORS 

Suite 600, 2740 Smallman Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4720 
PHONE: 412-261-2525 

FAX: 412-255-4089 

Complete project and furniture 
management / Reconfigurations and 
installations: non-union and union 
/ Meeting any budget, we are your 
authorized Steelcase dealer. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


MICHAEL HARITAN PHOTOGRAPHY 
184 Fireside Drive, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15317 

PHONE; 724-941-2002 

FAX: 724-941-2002 

CONTACT: Michael Hartan 

E-MAIL: michaelharitan@hotmail.com 
WEB SITE: www.haritan.com 

Creative architectural photography 
of interiors, exteriors and landscape 
design / Building products, industrial 
and corporate / Digital and film 
formats / custom printing / 

Member: PPA Certified, ASMP 


REPROGRAPHICS 


TRI-STATE REPROGRAPHICS, INC. 
907 Penn Avenue, Suite 700, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

PHONE: 412-281-3538 

FAX: 412-281-3344 

CONTACT: George R. Marshall 
Document Management / Digital B&W 
Plotting / Blueprinting / Specs & 
Binding / Large & Small Format Color 
Copies / Mounting & Laminating / 
Supplies / Pickup & Delivery 


SIGNAGE 


KOLANO DESIGN 

6026 Penn Circle South, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206-3921 

PHONE: 412-661-9000 

FAX: 412-661-9606 

E-MAIL: wk@kolano.com 

CONTACT: William Kolano 

WEB SITE: www.kolano.com 

Design of sign & wayfinding systems, 
design standards, fabrication 
packages and contract administration 
for facilities, corporate, transportation, 
education, medical, retail, government, 
hospitality 


STORAGE & FILING 


STUART DESIGN GROUP. INC. 

605 Plum Industrial Court, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15239 

PHONE: 724-325-4566 

FAX: 724-327-9128 

E-MAIL: info@stuartdesigngroup.com 
WEB SITE: www.stuartdesigngroup.com 
Over twenty years of experience 
providing the most efficient on-site 
space/storage solutions for corporate, 
healthcare, government, library & 
education clients 


TECHNOLOGY 


XCELIC CORPORATION 

393 Vanadium Road, Ste. 205 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 

PHONE: 412-353-0800 

FAX: 412-204-8535 

CONTACT: Patti Pribish 

E-MAIL: php@xcelic.com 

WEB SITE: www.xcelic.com 
Excellence in Infrastructure Consulting 
Building Technologies, VoIP and 
Wireless / a WBE certified company 


WEB-BASED 
TRAINING 


TURNER KNOWLEDGE NETWORK 
620 Liberty Avenue, 27th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

PHONE: 412-255-5400 x585 

FAX: 412-642-2940 

CONTACT: James Mitnick 

E-MAIL: jmitnick@tcco.com 

WEB SITE: www.turneruniversity.com 
AIA Accredited Courses: LEED 
Professional Accreditation (3.5 CES) 
/ Building Envelope Series (22 CES) / 
MEP Fundamental Series (14.5 CES) / 
Mold Awareness-Moisture Control 

(1 CES) / Environmental Risk 
Management (1 CES) 


A listing of area businesses 
and their professional 
services. To include your firm 
in this directory, call AIA 
Pittsburgh at 412-471-9548. 


Masonry Questions? 


KO 


Inthe office 
or on the jobsite, 
get the technical information you need 


from one expert source. 


For answers to your masonry questions, call us! 


team International Masonry Institute 


300 Northpointe Circle 
Seven Fields, PA 16046 
| (724) 776-1930 or 1-800-IMI-0988 


UNION MASONRY CRAFTWORKERS è ® N e 
CONTRACTORS & CONSULTANTS www.imiwe b.org 


International Masonry Institute 
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liability and 
BIM 


Identifying the risks associated with Building Information Modeling 
BY JOHN SIEMINSKI 


There are many differences of opinion about BIM and its potential, but all agree that it represents 
a fundamental (some say revolutionary) change in the manner in which a building project de- 


sign is prepared and implemented. 


Like all new technologies, the literature about 
BIM is a convoluted continuum of hype at one 


end, truth at the other end, and sober reality in- 
terspersed somewhere in the middle. In a busi- 
ness environment that is as laden with risk as 
the construction industry, disputes invariably 
arise. Our legal system depends upon the early 
adopters of technological change to frame is- 
sues on a dispute-by-dispute basis in order to 
produce precedential decisions to guide those 
who follow. Unfortunately, there are no such re- 
ported decisions related to BIM. Consequently, 
there appear to be more concerns and questions 
than there are answers at this point. 

Many have suggested that our legal system 
and the manner in which construction industry 
participants do business are a significant im- 
pediment to full implementation of BIM as a col- 


Opposite: Various preset images laborative tool that would allow all participants 


courtesy of Burt Hill and Strada 
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to reap its benefits. Full implementation of all of 
the functions available in a BIM system presents 
a substantial set of legal issues. Understanding 
some of the areas where BIM may stretch the 
legal concepts generally applied to the work 
that design professionals do will help create the 
mindfulness necessary to deal with those issues 
in a proactive manner. 


OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL 


In a society that honors the 


maxims “knowledge is pow- 
er” and “possession is nine 
tenths of the law,” it should 
come as no surprise that 
many of the key issues sur- 
rounding BIM stem from concerns about own- 
ership of the model and use of the information 
contained in and generated by the model. A cor- 
ollary tension arises by virtue of the fundamen- 
tally collaborative nature of BIM layered over 
traditional project delivery systems that are 
less collaborative. BIM potentially lacks estab- 
lished protocols for determining responsibility 
when something goes wrong with a product into 
which all participants have contributed data. 

In a design professional vs. contractor sce- 
nario, it may seem like a quick answer to say 
that the architect will always want to main- 
tain control of the model, but that control may 
also make the architect the first line of attack 
in the event of problems with the model or the 
drawings and information generated from it. 
Concerns at the outset involve the potential dif- 
ficulty in tracking the genesis of a problem after 
it arises, especially when the relevant data may 
have been entered into the model days, weeks, 
months, or years before the problem manifested 
itself. For example, in a situation involving an 
issue with the size of a structural element of a 
project, it may be difficult to determine after the 
fact which person or what entity was responsi- 
ble for the error, especially if multiple persons 
or firms had the ability to enter or change data 


during the process. 


Some owners have contractually obligated 
the design professional to treat the model as a 
deliverable. The impetus for this is twofold. The 
first reason is the owner’s visceral desire to get 
what he believes he is paying for and to have 
more knowledge of the design as it progresses. 
The second is the use of the model in manage- 
ment and operation of the facility during its life 
cycle. In fact, the latter use is touted as one of 
the major benefits of using a BIM model to de- 
sign a project and operate the resulting facility. 
This, of course, raises additional concerns with 
respect to a design professional relinquishing 
possession and control of an instrumentality 


that could serve as a basis for future liability. 


STANDARD OF CARE 

There is a concern that gen- 
eral use of BIM willalter both 
the standard of care and his- 
torical protections afforded 
to design professionals by 


the doctrine of privity. Until 
recently in some jurisdictions (including Penn- 
sylvania), in the context of negligence claims, 
the doctrine of privity of contract shielded ar- 
chitects and engineers from claims by parties 
with whom the design professional did not have 
a contract. Recent case law has relaxed the priv- 
ity requirement to a limited degree. Many ju- 
risdictions now allow claims without privity 
when it is clear that a contractor reasonably re- 
lied upon information that was misrepresented 
by the design professional in a context in which 
it was clear that the contractor would be relying 
upon that information. Got that? With use of a 
BIM-generated model, it appears logical that the 
promise of BIM can be realized only in a context 
where reliance upon the information is not only 
anticipated but is expected. This would appear 
to be potentially problematic in that one of the 
requirements of this type of claim — reasonable 
reliance — may appear to be presumed in a BIM 


environment. 


LICENSURE 


The professional practices of 


architecture and engineer- 
ingare regulated by the state. 
States generally require that 
each project undertaken by a 
firm engaged in the practice 
of architecture must be under the personal su- 
pervision ofa licensed partner, shareholder, or 
member of the firm. Additionally, they require 
that the seal of such individuals must appear on 
all drawings, specifications, and other design 
documents issued by the firm for such projects. 
Although these requirements are easily under- 
stood and followed in the 2D world in which 
the design documents are issued only in paper 
form, they become potentially problematic in a 
3D world in which all participants may have ac- 
cess to the BIM model. 

How is compliance guaranteed in a situa- 
tion in which data is entered into the model by 
unlicensed professionals followed by incorpo- 
ration of that information by the model without 
a subsequent review by the professional in re- 
sponsible charge? If the model contains the in- 
put of multiple parties, is iteven fair to view any 
one person as being “in responsible charge”? 
Who will keep track of (and be responsible for) 
adjustments that may be automatically made 
by the software? (Especially considering that 
software license agreements always disclaim 
liability for just this type of situation, even if 
they are the result of an error in or problem 
with the program.) 


COPYRIGHT PROTECTION 


The Architectural Works 


— Copyright Protection Act 
allows for registration and 
j am. iu protection of the design of 
ot. bee U building and the associ- 

ated architectural drawings. 
Assuming creation of a model through the col- 
laborative efforts of many project participants, 
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Understanding some of the 
areas where BIM maystretch 
the legal concepts generally 
applied to the work that 
design professionals do will 
help create the mindfulness 
necessary to deal with those 
issues in a proactive manner. 
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there is a question — assuming that material 
generated by the model is subject to copyright 
protection — as to who will be deemed to own 
the information in the model and therefore be 


eligible for copyright protection. 


CONTRACTUAL PROTECTION 


“= Theoretically, many of the 
risks associated with BIM 
use can be eliminated, lim- 
ited, or managed by the use 
of BIM-specific contractual 


provisions. As with other 
risks, this requires identification and contem- 
plation ofthe risk, crafting appropriate language 
to deal with it, discussion and negotiation, and, 
ultimately, agreement on specific terms. Some 
have suggested, however, that aggressive use 
of disclaimers and non-reliance clauses will 
diminish or eliminate the benefits of BIM that 
may accrue to all parties. In recognition of this 
potential, so-called “Alliance Models” have at- 
tempted to structure contractual arrangements 
among all participants in a way that purports 
to fairly balance and share both risks and ben- 
efits. Whether this type of model can be adapted 
to the normal three-party arrangements that 
sometimes become adversarial remains to be 


seen. 


INSURANCE 


% Risk 
dictates that one should in- 


theory 


management 


sure those risks that cannot 
be borne by the practice or 
controlled through contrac- 
tual protections. BIM is rela- 
tively new with respect to the legal and contrac- 
tual issues affecting parties in a construction 
project. Insurance carriers have not yet devel- 
oped policy language that identifies the insur- 


able or non-insurable aspects of BIM. The use 
of BIM to provide professional services should 
not theoretically raise any coverage issues, al- 
though there may be concerns to the extent 
that model-generated information could be in- 
terpreted as input into construction means and 
methods. Some have suggested that the insur- 
ance industry will develop a BIM-specific policy 
or endorsement in order to allow design firms 
to realize the benefits of BIM while at the same 


time not generating any coverage issues. 


MANAGING THE RISKS 


It has been suggested that 
the two major unresolved is- 
sues related to BIM are risk 
allocation and compensa- 
tion. BIM’s benefits and track 
record thus suggest that the 
operative question is not whether to implement 
it, but rather, how it should be implemented. 
First, recognize BIM for the paradigm shift that 
it represents, including the attendant risks, as 
discussed above. Second, adapt the risk man- 
agement techniques associated with traditional 
project delivery methods, focusing on contrac- 
tual protection, appropriate levels of insurance 
coverage, and adoption of a BIM-specific set of 
project management best practices. Adequate 
staffing, appropriate levels of training, and im- 
plementation of BIM-centrie quality control will 
all help protect design professionals as more ad- 
vances are made with this new technology. @ 


John Sieminski is an attorney in construction law at Burns, 
White, and Hickton in Pittsburgh. He has represented architects 
and other design professionals in litigation, business, and licen- 
sure matters for over sixteen years. He frequently writes about 
and lectures on risk management issues and developments in 
the construction industry from the design professional perspec- 
tive. Mr. Sieminski can be reached at jpsieminski@bwhlle.com 
or 412-995-3000. 


get fresh 


OGTOBER 11TH 


Metropolitan 
Home 


Make a Statement 


PERLORA (SOUTHSIDE) 412.431.2220 
PERLORA LEATHER (STRIP) 412.434.7425 
WWW.PERLORA.COM 
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GENERAL 
INDUSTRIES 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


15 Arentzen Boulevard 
Charleroi, PA 15022 
www.genindustries.com 
Contact Don Ivill 


724.483.1600 


LET US BUILD YOUR DREAM 


